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THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 
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DETAILED ACTION 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 



1. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 



2. Claims 1-3, 5-8, 10-22, 24-27, 29-41, 43-49 & 51-54 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) 
as being unpatentable over Ito et al (U.S. 6,329,787) in view of Blackman et al. (U.S. 
6,010,228). 

Regarding claims 1 & 20, Ito discloses a device docking apparatus (24) [ fig.l, col.l, lines 9-17 
and col.4, lines 34-59 ] comprising: 

- a battery charging device (24) having a receptacle (18) to hold a portable electronic device 
(14) [fig.l, col.4, lines 47-59]; 

- a control charging module (82) for controlling / charging the power supply to the portable 
electronic device (14), the control charging module having a printed circuit board / 
microcomputer (100) & integrated circuit [ figs. 1-2, col.5, line 63 to col.6, line 27 ]; 

- an AC power input (AC 100 V) to supply power to the portable electronic device (14) when 
the portable electronic device is docked in the device docking apparatus (24), wherein power 
from the Ac power input is converted to DC power by the control charging module (82) so that 
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the power may used to charge the portable electronic device when the portable electronic device 
is docked in the device docking apparatus [ col. 6, lines 1 1-27 ]. 

Ito fails to mention a wall switch plate to be fastened to a light switch module on a wall, 
the wall switch plate having a having a receptacle (18) to hold a portable electronic device. 

However, Ito teaches a device docking apparatus is a battery charging device (24) having 
a receptacle (18) to hold a portable electronic device (14) such as a portable telephone, personal 
digital assistant, a portable game machine and etc. The device docking apparatus (24) is 
connected by a power supply cord and an AC plug (48) to an AC outlet (50) which is supplied 
with a commercial AC electric power from an external AC power supply [ fig.l, col.4, lines 47- 
65 ] and 

Blackman teaches a switch plate device to be fastened to a light switch module on a wall 
which having a housing (20) for a wireless device (10) which is mechanically connectable to a 
conventional light switch (122) [ fig.l, col.2, lines 20-24, col.3, lines 47-62 and col.7, lines 30-33 
]. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art to employ 
the teaching of Blackman in the system of Ito for breaking or opening an electric circuit or to 
divert current from one conductor to another also for charging a battery and transceiving data 
signal from other remote devices. 

Regarding claims 2 & 21, Ito teaches a device docking apparatus is a battery charging device 
(24) having a receptacle (18) to hold a portable electronic device (14) such as a portable 
telephone, personal digital assistant, a portable game machine and etc. which may receive and 
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transmit data signal / microcomputers (70,100) via power wires coupled to the AC power input [ 
fig.2, col.l, lines 63-67 and col.3, lines 5-32 and col.5, line 63 to col. 6, line 50 ]. 



Regarding claims 3 & 22, The data is sent and receive from a network such as radio, television, 
data broadcast wave or wireless communication [ figs.9-10, col.3, lines 24-27 and col.5, lines 19- 
58]. 



Regarding claims 5 & 24, Ito discloses the portable electronic device (14) can be a portable 
telephone, personal digital assistant (PDA), a portable game machine and etc., the data is sent 
and received from a network such as radio, television, data broadcast wave or wireless 
communication system without from a second device docking apparatus [ figs.9-10, col.3, lines 
24-27 and col.5, lines 19-58 ]. 

However, those skilled in the art will recognize that the data is sent and received from a 
network may include a multiple device docking apparatus to communicate each other as desired. 

Regarding claims 6 & 25, The portable electronic device (14) includes a transceiver as a 
microcomputer (70) for sending or receiving data signal while sitting in the device docket 
apparatus (24) [ figs. 1-2, col.l, line 62 to col.2, line 32 and col.3, lines 7-32 and col.4, line 34 to 
col.5, line 58 ]. 



Regarding claims 7-8 & 26-27, Ito discloses the portable electronic device (14) can be a portable 
telephone, personal digital assistant (PDA), a portable game machine and etc., the data is sent 
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and received from a network such as radio, television, data broadcast wave or wireless 
communication system [ figs. 9-10, col.3, lines 24-27 and col.5, lines 19-58 ]. 

Regarding claims 10 & 29, Ito discloses the portable electronic device (14) can be a portable 
telephone, personal digital assistant (PDA), a portable game machine and etc., the data is sent 
and received from a network such as radio, television, data broadcast wave or wireless 
communication system without from a second device docking apparatus [ figs.9-10, col.3, lines 
24-27 and col.5, lines 19-58 ]. 

However, those skilled in the art will recognize that the data is sent and received from a 
network may include a multiple device docking apparatus to communicate each other as desired. 

Regarding claims 11 & 30, Ito discloses the portable electronic device (14) and the device docket 
apparatus (24) both having microcomputers (70,100) as a controller, processor, etc. which 
transceiving data signals from a network such as radio, television, data broadcast wave or 
wireless communication [ figs.9-10, col.3, lines 24-27 and col.5, lines 19-58 ]. 

Regarding claims 12 & 31, Ito fails to specifically mention the wireless protocol is IEEE 802.1 lb 
as claimed by the applicant. 

However, Ito clearly teaches the battery charging device (24), portable information 
terminal (14) can transceiving data signal by a radio frequency signal or wireless communication 
from a local remote location as a data broadcasting wave which can distribute various digital 
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contents including pictures, images , sound , characters , etc. [ fig.2, col.5, lines 19-58 and col. 6, 
lines 40 to col.7, line 56 ]. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art to employ 
the utilize the system of Ito & blackman includes any well known wireless communication 
technique standard and hardware components for transceiving data signals with other electronic 
devices. 

Regarding claims 13 & 32, Ito discloses the portable electronic device (14) and the device docket 
apparatus (24) both having microcomputers (70,100) located separately as a controller, 
processor, etc. which transceiving data signals from a network such as radio, television, data 
broadcast wave or wireless communication [ figs.9-10, col.3, lines 24-27 and col.5, lines 19-58 ]. 

Regarding claims 14 & 33, Ito discloses the battery charging device (24) having a receptacle (18) 
to hold a portable electronic device (14) could be named a dock [ fig.l, col.4, lines 47-59 ]. 

Regarding claims 15 & 34, The AC power input supplies to the portable electronic device (14) is 
100V[col.6, lines 10-14]. 

Regarding claims 16 & 35, Ito discloses the portable electronic device (14) can be a portable 
telephone, personal digital assistant (PDA), a portable game machine and etc. [ fig.l, col.l, lines 
9-17]. 



Application/Control Number: 09/92 1,194 Page 7 

Art Unit: 2636 

Regarding claims 17 & 36, The portable electronic device (14) includes a display module (12) as 
LCD screen [ fig.l, col.4, lines 34-51 ]. 

Regarding claims 18 & 37, The portable electronic device (14) includes a plurality of buttons 
(28,30) and a user interface [ fig.l, col.4, lines 34-51 ]. 

Regarding claims 19 & 38, Ito discloses the portable electronic device (14) can be a portable 
telephone, personal digital assistant (PDA), a portable game machine and etc. [ fig.l, col.l, lines 
9-17]. 

Regarding claims 39 & 47, Ito discloses a method of using a device docking apparatus (24) [ 
fig.l, col.l, lines 9-17 and col.4, lines 34-59 ] comprising: 

- placing a portable electronic device (14) in a receptacle (1 8) of the device docking apparatus 
(24) [ fig.l, col.4, lines 47-59 ]; 

- supplying power to the portable electronic device (14) docked in the device docking apparatus 
from power wires connected to the module / AC power outlet (50) [ col.6, lines 1 1-27 ]; 

- receiving data from a network through the power wires to the device docking apparatus (24) [ 
figs.9-10, col.3, lines 24-27 and col.5, lines 19-58 ]; 

- transferring the data to the portable electronic device (14) docked in the device docking 
apparatus [ fig.2, col.l, lines 63-67 and col.3, lines 5-32 and col.5, line 63 to col.6, line 50 ]. 

Ito fails to specifically disclose the device docking apparatus fastened to a module on a 
wall as claimed by the applicant. 
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However, Ito teaches a device docking apparatus is a battery charging device (24) having 
a receptacle (18) to hold a portable electronic device (14) such as a portable telephone, personal 
digital assistant, a portable game machine and etc. The device docking apparatus (24) is 
connected by a power supply cord and an AC plug (48) to an AC outlet (50) which is supplied 
with a commercial AC electric power from an external AC power supply [ fig.l, col.4, lines 47- 
65 ] and 

Blackman teaches a switch plate device to be fastened to a light switch module on a wall 
(120) which having a housing (20) for a wireless device (10) which is mechanically connectable 
to a conventional light switch (122) [ fig.l, col.2, lines 20-24, col.3, lines 47-65]. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art to have the 
teaching of Blackman in the system of Ito for holding, charging a battery and securely retaining 
the portable electronic device on a wall as desire. 

Regarding claims 40 & 48, Ito discloses the portable electronic device (14) and the device docket 
apparatus (24) both having microcomputers (70,100) located separately as a controller, 
processor, etc. which transceiving data signals from a network such as radio, television, data 
broadcast wave or wireless communication. The portable electronic device (14) includes a 
transceiver as a microcomputer (70) for sending or receiving data signal while sitting in the 
device docket apparatus (24) [ figs. 1-2, 9-10 col.l, line 62 to col.2, line 32 and col.3, lines 7-32 
and col.4, line 34 to col.5, line 58 ]. 
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Regarding claims 41 & 49, The data is sent and receive from a network such as radio, television, 
data broadcast wave or wireless communication [ figs.9-10, col.3, lines 24-27 and col.5, lines 19- 
58]. 



Regarding claims 43 & 51, Ito discloses the portable electronic device (14) can be a portable 
telephone, personal digital assistant (PDA), a portable game machine and etc., the data is sent 
and received from a network such as radio, television, data broadcast wave or wireless 
communication system without from a second device docking apparatus [ figs.9-10, col.3, lines 
24-27 and col.5, lines 19-58]. 

However, those skilled in the art will recognize that the data is sent and received from a 
network may include a multiple device docking apparatus to communicate each other as desired. 



Regarding claims 44 & 52, The portable electronic device (14) includes a plurality of buttons 
(28,30) for controlling input device functions and a user interface [ fig.l, col.4, lines 34-51 ]. 



Regarding claims 45 & 53, Ito does not disclose the module on the wall is a light switch. 

However, Ito discloses a different way as the device docking apparatus is a battery 
charging device (24) having a receptacle (18) to hold a portable electronic device (14) such as a 
portable telephone, personal digital assistant, a portable game machine and etc. The device 
docking apparatus (24) is connected by a power supply cord and an AC plug (48) to an AC outlet 
(50) which is supplied with a commercial AC electric power from an external AC power supply 
[fig.l, col.4, lines 47-65 ]. 
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Blackman teaches a switch plate device to be fastened to a light switch module on a wall 
which having a housing (20) for a wireless device (10) which is mechanically connectable to a 
conventional light switch (122) [ fig.l, col.2, lines 20-24, col.3, lines 47-62 and col.7, lines 30-33 
]• 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art to employ 
the teaching of Blackman in the system of Ito for breaking or opening an electric circuit or to 
divert current from one conductor to another also as to turn on & off the lights. 

Regarding claims 46 & 54, The device docking apparatus (24) is connected by a power supply 
cord and an AC plug (48) to an AC outlet (50) which is supplied with a commercial AC electric 
power from an external AC power supply [ fig.l, col.4, lines 47-65 ]. 

3. Claims 4, 9, 23, 28, 42 & 50 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Ito et al. (U.S. 6,329,787) in view of Blackman et al. (U.S. 6,010,228) and further in view of 
Dunn et al ( U.S. 5,625,877). 

Regarding claims 4, 9, 23, 28, 42 & 50, The combination of Ito & Blackman fail to specifically 
mention the portable device (14) has a communication link to the Internet. 

Ito discloses the portable electronic device (14) can be a portable telephone, personal 
digital assistant (PDA), a portable game machine and etc., the data is sent and received from a 
network such as radio, television, data broadcast wave or wireless communication [ figs.9-10, 
col.3, lines 24-27 and col.5, lines 19-58 ]. 
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Furthermore, Dunn teaches data or information transmission from a portable devices such 
as a cellular phone or personal digital assistant (PDA) could be communicated each other 
through an Internet network [ fig.l, col.l 1 , lines 47-61 and col. 12, lines 43-56 ]. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art to have the 
teaching of Blackman and Dunn includes an Internet network feature in the system of Ito to 
connect and communicate each other at any time, any where around the world. 

Response to Arguments 

4. Applicant's arguments filed on Jan. 8, 2004 have been fully considered but are moot in 
view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Conclusion 

5. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Hung T. Nguyen whose telephone number is (703) 308-6796. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday to Friday from 8:00am to 5:30pm. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Hofsass, Jeffery can be reached on (703) 305-4717. The fax phone number for this 
Group is (703) 872-9314. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 
should be directed to the Group receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 305-4700. 




Examiner: Hung T. Nguyen 



Date: 



Mar. 9, 2004 



